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Military Units 

Military units vary in size, by branch, and responsibility. Here are some typical configurations. 

  

 
 

Squad: Smallest military unit; 10 (privates, corporal and staff 

sergeant) 

Platoon: Two or more squads and a headquarters element 

Company:  Two or three platoons and a headquarters 

element 

Battalion:  Two or more companies and a headquarters unit 

Regiment: Two or more battalions, headquarters and 

support units 

Division: Unit larger than a brigade 

 Source: U. S. Army, NIMA, United Nations, Associated Press, Reuters 

 

 

 


